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Into the Wild – Extended Paragraph

INTO THE WILD – THE EXTENDED PARAGRAPH
We must develop the skill of creating a CLAIM—or argument—and linking our ideas together through writing, using evidence from our reading. Below are the directions:  


In your paragraph, be sure to:
· Establish your claim by including a topic sentence which addresses the effects of the outdoors on people.
· Quote relevant information from your chosen article.
· Do not simply summarize the text.  Analyze the information from the source to prove your topic sentence.

· Properly identify the source that you reference (for example: Krakauer argues that McCandless was not suicidal by saying, “……………”; Carine McCandless states in Return to the Wild that her brother, “…………”).

· Fully develop your paragraph (7 – 10 sentences).
· Maintain a formal style or writing (NO 1ST Person Point-of-View, meaning, no ‘I,’ ‘me,’ ‘myself,’ ‘I think,’ ‘I believe,’ ‘you should think,’ ‘you must know,’ etc.).

· Follow the conventions of standard written English.

· WRITE YOUR FINAL DRAFT ON A SEPARATE PIECE OF PAPER.

Key texts for this:
· Into the Wild excerpt
· The Return to the Wild documentary
· The Alaska Dispatch News article, “Should the Infamous McCandless Bus Near Healy, Alaska Be Removed?”
· Gadling article, “Hiker Dies Trekking to ‘Into the Wild’ bus.

· The Guardian article, “In Alaska's Wilds, the Mystic Hiker's Bus Draws Pilgrims to Danger and Death”.
NOTES:
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

MIDTERM GRAPHIC ORGANIZER – EXTENDED RESPONSE PARAGRAPH

CLAIM BOX: Create an argument—or CLAIM--addressing the Chris McCandless saga by answering the following question:  Is the outdoors an effective means of therapy?





YES/NO  		 





YOUR CLAIM:








HOOK (What is the importance of addressing this subject matter? DO NOT START WITH A QUESTION)








CLAIM or MAIN ARGUMENT (from the front box):











WHAT IS ONE REASON ‘WHY’











WHAT IS ONE PIECE OF EVIDENCE FROM EITHER ARTICLE THAT SUPPORTS YOUR CLAIM?











QUOTE THE ACTUAL SUPPORTING STATS OR TESTIMONY WORD-FOR-WORD FROM THE ARTICLE HERE:











WHAT IS ANOTHER REASON ‘WHY’?











WHAT IS ANOTHER PIECE OF EVIDENCE FROM EITHER ARTICLE THAT SUPPORTS YOUR CLAIM?














QUOTE SUPPORTING STATS OR TESTIMONY WORD-FOR-WORD FROM THE ARTICLE HERE:




















SEND-OFF (What would happen if this subject matter was never addressed or talked about?)





























(Now, turn all this into a paragraph with proper transitions, don’t just plop all this together.)








